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Poster illustration: Jacob Stack:

Jacob Stack grew up in the shadow of 

the Bluestack Mountains, somewhere 

between Ardara and Donegal Town. 

Since graduating from Limerick College 

of Art and Design as a printmaker 

in 2012 he has remained living and 

working in Limerick. His work has 

gained considerable momentum and 

today his distinctive drawings are in 

great demand and he is always busy 

with commissioned work so we were 

particularly delighted that he agreed 

to do the poster image for The Wolves 

of Willoughby Chase. A3 posters of his 

illustration will be available for sale 

to raise money for this youth 

theatre production.

The Wolves 
of Willoughby 
Chase
—
Thur 12th & Fri 13th April at 7pm
Recommended ages 7+

Tickets: €12/€8, family of four €35

An Grianán Youth Theatre follow up their extremely well received production 

of Blackadder Goes Forth with this thrilling and funny adaptation of Joan 

Aiken’s classic children’s novel, perfectly suited for family audiences.  An 

adventure story set in an alternative history of England, The Wolves of 

Willoughby Chase tells the story of two brave and determined girls as 

they fight against ferocious wolves, snowy wastelands and their very evil 

guardian, Miss Slighcarp. The opening of the Channel Tunnel has led to 

dangerous wolves roaming Britain, but this is not the only danger that 

cousins Bonnie and Sylvia, and their friend Simon the Goose-boy, must face as 

they encounter unforgettable characters and mysterious scheming.
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We’ve had a great year of quality comedians so far with Foil, Arms & Hogg, 

Neil Delamere, Conal Gallen, Colin Murphy and Jason Byrne all playing to 

great audiences here in An Grianán. We’re extremely delighted to welcome 

back one of the true giants of Irish Comedy, Kevin McAleer, on Saturday 14th 

April. Kevin first came to prominence on the RTÉ television show Nighthawks 

which began broadcasting in the late 1980s, becoming known for his three-

minute sketches of surreal rustic tales told in his slow County Tyrone drawl. 

He was an inspiration for a whole generation of comedians that came after 

him. So much so that he was asked to consider the role of Father Dougal in 

Father Ted. “I remember Graham Linehan, who wrote Father Ted with Arthur 

Mathews, coming to me in the early 90s with the script - he wanted me to 

play Fr Dougal. I remember deciding I wasn’t going to do it because I was 

more interested in doing my own material.” Anyone who saw his recent  

turn as Uncle Colm in Derry girls will know why they approached him to  

be Dougal!

Kevin McAleer
—
Sat 14th April at 8pm
Tickets: €20

Youth Theatre
Merchandise
—
You don’t have to be in the Youth Theatre to support 
it, or feel more youthful!

T-shirts and hoodies available to buy in all sizes from 
the box office.

T- shirts - €€10
Hoodies - €€20

YOUTH THEATRE

COMEDY



—
Linda Lafferty
29   March–28   April

Linda Lafferty is a Donegal based artist who has taken the practical art of 

knitting to new levels. Her untethered imagination and her flair for knitting 

has allowed her to express this through a rich and unique art. The Creeslough 

artist uses her needles as a painter would with a brush. The texture of the 

blended palette whispers sweet memories of the Donegal coast, hills or a 

wild summer garden. Her new collection ‘Cast on the Colour’ includes works 

inspired by Donegal, the weather and the unmistakable light of Tir Connaill

th th
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“Damien McGinley’s cityscape 
canvases exude life and painterly 
technique that captures the 
atmosphere and rush of being in 
the big city.”  
— Ruthie Tucker M.A (Former Executive, Guggenheim Museum, 
New York).

—
Damien  McGinley
4   May–23   June

Damien McGinley continues to explore the dialogue between humans 

and the persistent urban realism that envelops them in this solo 

exhibition, the first in his home county in many years.

McGinley has held the role of Artist In Residence in Prima Center 

(Berlin, Germany 2008), as well as the Victor Vasarely Foundation 

(Marseille/Provence, France 2013). He also has works in permanent 

collections worldwide, including Gallery Monteoliveto (Nice, France), 

the Irish Embassy (Athens, Greece), Galerie Campo & Campo (Antwerp, 

Belgium), the Irish State Art Collection, the Siena Art Institute (Italy), & 

Amsterdam Whitney Gallery (New York, USA)

th rd
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Modern Éire is a range of evocative print collections designed by Ciaran Boyce 

in Ramelton, Donegal. Ciaran has been making images and taking interest in 

‘the way things used to be’ ever since he can remember. He studied Fine and 

Applied Art at the University of Ulster, Belfast with a focus on painting in oils, 

watercolours, and gouache. After teaching English in South East Asia for years, 

Ciaran returned to Ireland and set out to build a new creative endeavour and 

study entrepreneurship. The results of this, Modern Éire, combines his love of 

image-making, minimal design and storytelling to provide design connections 

to places, events and keepsakes from different eras. His first collection, 

Donegal for Holidays, reinterprets the old travel posters of the 1920s–40s. The 

collection includes 12 landmarks and celebrates Donegal receiving the National 

Geographic accolade of the ‘coolest place on earth’. 

In collaboration with An Grianán Theatre, Ciaran produced a print based on the 

iconic theatre posters from the same period to highlight some of the top-class 

performers that the theatre draws to Donegal each month. 

The An Grianán Theatre print is on sale in the box office, and all the other 

prints are available online: www.moderneire.ie.

Modern Éire
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Available from the box office, €40 unframed,  

€85 framed (framing by Artworks)
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AN GRIANÁN 

THEATRE

SUPPORTING 

ARTISTS  2018
Artists are central to An Grianán Theatre. We proactively create 

opportunities for artists and provide a range of supports for their 

creative ideas from inception. We do this both through financial 

support, and in kind, providing rehearsal space and making 

available technical, production and marketing support.  Recent 

examples include the theatre’s financial contribution to project 

development costs to artists and companies including John Nee 

(Radio Rosario), Fidget Feet (Bingo Wings), Joe Brennan (3 Little 

Pigs), John Ruddy (Manny Man Does The History of Ireland), and 

Tara McKevitt (New play commission). As well as that we are in 

our third year of working on a number of projects with Donegal 

Theatre Artist in Residence, Guy Barriscale.

Currently in production here at An Grianán Theatre are our co-production 

with Mockingbird Theatre Company for The Barber of Moville, which will 

have ten shows in ten barber shops across Donegal in May.  John Ruddy’s play 

Manny Man Does the History of Ireland that will take place during this year’s 

Earagail Arts Festival, directed by Rachael Devir, and two shows by Donegal 

Theatre Artist in Residence Guy Barriscale, one working with Ionad an Chrois 

Bhealaigh, Árainn Mhór Island, celebrating their unique life experience, and 

one based on the research he conducted with the University of Ulster of the 

experiences of people with dementia and their primary carers.

 

In tandem with these projects we continue to develop work with other artists 

including Tara McKevitt, who has written a new play for the theatre based 

on life in a “Call Centre”.  The play which will be directed by Sean Donegan 

is scheduled for production in early 2019. An Grianán Youth Theatre will 

follow up our highly successful production of Blackadder with The Wolves of 

Willoughby Chase in April. 

Artists are central to An Grianán Theatre.  
We proactively create opportunities for 
artists and provide a range of supports 
for their creative ideas

Patricia McBride

Director
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The Barber of Moville is a one act play which takes a poignant, humorous 

look at a couple of married barbers who are preparing to head off to Italy for 

one final holiday. 

Molly, the wife, is suffering from ‘the forgetting thing’ and the play explores 

issues of memory, identity and what it means to love.

Mockingbird Theatre Group was formed by Ronan Carr and Anne Gallagher 

with the intention of bringing original, funny and insightful work to 

audiences the length and breadth of the country.

Tour Dates

-

Letterkenny - Tues 8th May • Harkin’s Barbers, Main Street, Letterkenny

Ballyshannon - Wed 9th May • Razor Sharp,  

Upper Main Street, Ballyshannon

Ramelton - Thur 10th May • Fusion Hair & Beauty, Shore Road,  

the Mall, Ramelton

Donegal Town - Fri 11th May • Denis’ Barber Shop, Quay Street,  

Donegal Town

Moville - Sat 12th May • Blades Barbers, James’ Street, Moville

Carndonagh  - Wed 16th May • Blade & Fades,  

The Diamond, Carndonagh

Creeslough  - Thur 17th May • The Cutting Corner, Creeslough

Bundoran  - Fri 18th May • Mullets, East End, Ballyshannon

Ballybofey  - Wed 23rd May • Farrah’s, Navenny Street, Ballybofey

Gweedore  - Fri 25th May • Hair@tmd, Bunbeg, Gweedore

Admission: €5 on the door

Show times: 7pm and 9pm at each venue

Written by Ronan Carr

Cast: Ronan Carr, Anne Gallagher

—
An Grianán on Tour:  
The Barber of Moville

An Grianán Theatre presents Mockingbird Theatre’s 
The Barber of Moville on tour. This site-specific play 
will be performed in barber shops around the county
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The Good 
Father
—
Sat 7th April at 8pm
Rise Productions

Tickets: €15/€12

A touching story celebrating the triumph of hope. New Year’s Eve. A house 

party like any other, in a suburb like any other. Two very different strangers 

meet, each looking for a new start and to shake off the disappointments of 

the past. But champagne, cheap lager and their chance encounter leads this 

unlikely couple to an unplanned pregnancy. Against all odds, can they make 

their new found family a success? Winner of the Stewart Parker Award, this 

heartfelt, moving drama charts their journey of love, loss, and redemption. 

Writer Christian O’Reilly, 2017 Pavilion Bursary Award Winner, also wrote the 

film Sanctuary.

“It’s one of those classic 

great nights at the theatre, 

where one minute you’ll be 

howling with laughter, and 

the next you’ll be in tears, 

or gasping in shock at a 

plot twist. It’s just a really 

satisfying evening out, a  

great story well told by two 

brilliant actors”

—    Director, Aonghus Og McAnally
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A story full of heartache and humour. A pair of aging, rural, bachelor brothers 

arrive at a point in their lives, where decisions have to be made about certain 

things, well the buying of a television for one, and one subject leads to 

another and the next thing, they’re bringing up all kinds of ‘auld shite’ that 

could have been left under the bed along with everything else.

Eugene McPartland is woken by his brother Pat in the middle of the night in 

1979. Not only does Pat wake him, but he has his good suit on him too, and a 

light on in the bedroom and another on the landing, and as well as burning 

up the electric, he now wants to talk…

Featuring Seamus O’Rourke & Arthur Riordan who we last saw together in 

The Kings of The Kilburn High Road. 

From Under 
the Bed
—
Thurs 19th April at 8pm
Big Guerilla Productions

Tickets: €18/€16

‘irresistible, heartfelt,  
and entertaining’
— The Arts Review 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

‘The poignant undercurrent is 
salted by some earthy humour, 
beautifully handled by  
the performers.’ 
— The Irish Mail on Sunday  

★ ★ ★ ★
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My Left Nut
—
Pan Narrans Theatre

Sat 5th May at 8pm
Tickets: €15/€12

“laughing one minute, crying the 
next... a terrific performance of a  
touching story”  
— The Sunday Times  ★ ★ ★ ★

“Intimacy Through Comedy” 
— The Irish Times ★ ★ ★ ★

“My Left Nut is what fringe theatre 
is all about; it’s an hour of fresh, pure 
entertainment that shouldn’t  
be missed.”
— The Reviews Hub ★ ★ ★ ★

“If My Left Nut has a central message for young males it’s to talk, to open up, 

don’t keep things bottled up,”

— Michael Patrick [who performs the show ]

“Don’t be embarrassed, don’t be carrying too much on your shoulders”

 “Don’t have a preconceived notion about what masculinity is. Find your own 

definition, don’t think you have live up to certain stereotypes.”

A huge hit at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and the True Story of a Belfast boy 

growing up with no father to guide him through, and a giant ball to weigh  

him down.

400 millilitres. That’s how much liquid was drained from Michael’s left testicle 

when he was a teenager. That’s more than a can of coke. He should have told 

someone sooner, but who could he turn to? His dad died ten years ago and 

besides, school is full of rumours about what the giant bulge in his trousers 

actually is. Who wants to  top that?
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Beneath An 
Irish Sky
—
by Kieran Kelly

Sat 21st April at 8pm
Letterkenny Music and Drama Group

Tickets: €15/€12

We’ve been delighted to support Kieran Kelly in the development of this 

new play which was first performed here as a rehearsed reading in 2016, this 

updated version has been very successful on the National Drama Festival 

Circuit. Inspired by archive reports and eyewitness testimonies, a new play 

by Kieran Kelly that looks at the events of the ‘decade of change’ from a 

Donegal perspective. Set in Letterkenny between the years 1914-1924, it tells 

the fictionalised account of one man Brendan McDevitt, questioning what 

made him pick up a gun to fight for his country and how he was affected by the 

seismic events unfolding around him – from World War 1, through the War of 

Independence and up to the Civil War, and shows how these events convinced 

him to move from the peaceful Nationalism of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 

into the more militant Republicanism of Sinn Féin. This life altering decision 

will have far reaching implications for both himself and his family.

Star Chasers
—
Wed 9th April at 10am and 11.30am
Barnstorm Theatre Co

Tickets: €5

A modern-day adventure for all, Star Chasers sees Billy and Dad heading 

north with just a tent and a box full of Mam’s memories. On the way they 

pitch their tent, conjure Mam’s stories and quarrel as they seek journey’s 

end and a new beginning. 

This is a rich exploration of the relationship between a parent and child and 

their attempts to come to terms with the shared loss in their lives. A tapestry 

of music, movement and magical imagery. Will be enjoyed most by children 

aged between 4 to 7. 

DRAMA 13
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Irish National Opera is a major new initiative for opera in Ireland funded by 

The Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon. It was founded by Opera Theatre 

Company and Wide Open Opera. “We’re taking a new approach to opera 

provision in Ireland,” says Fergus Sheil, the artistic director. “Irish National 

Opera wants to give pride of place to Irish singers and celebrate their work 

at home in Ireland the way it is celebrated in leading opera houses around 

the world. We want to bring our creative talent to venues large and small, 

to communities around the country, and create thrilling experiences.” For 

the company’s The Tales of Hoffmann by Offenbach Soprano Claudia Boyle 

will be returning home to Ireland for the production fresh from the Salzburg 

Festival.. Offenbach was dubbed “the Mozart of the Champs Élysées” by 

Rossini. His lyrical, effervescent final opera, left unfinished at his death, 

with its plot of strange, outrageous loves, an ever-present evil genius, not to 

mention the famous Barcarolle and an aria for a wind-up mechanical doll, 

is a treasure-trove for an imaginative director. “I warn others solemnly that 

Offenbach’s music is wicked. It is abandoned stuff: every accent in it is a snap 

of the fingers in the face of moral responsibility: every ripple and sparkle on 

its surface twits me for my teetotalism, and mocks at the early rising of which 

I fully intend to make a habit some day”. George Bernard Shaw

Sung in French with English surtitles

Cast
-
Hoffmann – Julian Hubbard
Olympia / Antonia / Giulietta / Stella – Claudia Boyle
Nicklausse – Gemma Ní Bhriain
Lindorf / Coppélius / Miracle / Dappertutto – John Molloy
Andrès / Cochenille /Franz / Pitichinaccio – Andrew Gavin
Crespel – Brendan Collins
The Voice – Carolyn Holt
Spalanzani – Fearghal Curtis
Schlemihl – Kevin Neville
Nathanaël – Peter O’Reilly
Hermann – Cormac Lawlor

Luther – Robert McAllister

The Tales of 
Hoffman
—
Irish National Opera

Thurs 4th October at 8pm
Tickets: €30/€27
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AN GRIANÁN

THEATRE

FESTIVALS

2018

An Grianán Theatre is proud to be a partner in The Irish Aerial 
Dance Fest which, this year, is in its 9th year. This year it will take 
place from 24th June to the 10th July. It is presented by Fidget Feet, 
Donegal County Council & An Grianán Theatre. Since it began in 
2010 the Irish Aerial Dance Fest has been teaching people how to 
perform above the stage, on trapeze, on suspended hoops, on silks 
and any way that you can! It is now the biggest event of its type 
in Europe, and what started as a niche festival for professional 
performers and serious hobbyists is now attracting more and  
more people. 

To find out more about this event log onto irishaerialdancefest.com

Irish Aerial Dance Fest
24th June to the 10th July
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Images courtesy of The Irish Aerial Dance Fest
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Letterkenny hosts this Easter festival in both 2018 and 2019. It proudly 

celebrates our Celtic cultures, traditions and languages with Scotland, Wales, 

Cornwall, Isle of Man, Brittany and Ireland. The Pan Celtic idea first originated 

in 1970, and the first Pan Celtic Festival was held in Killarney in 1971. Rapid 

development followed and the Pan Celtic International Organisation was 

formalised in 1973, with the adoption of the constitution. Pan Celtic is 

governed by an International Council, and 6 national committees. There will 

be a week long programme of activities the highlight of which is the Pan 

Celtic National Song Contest 2018 with has a top prize of €1000 which will 

take place here in an Grianán Theatre on Thursday 5th April at 7.30pm. 

For a full programme of events see www.panceltic.ie

Pan Celtic Festival
Tues 3rd to Sun 8th April

An Grianán Theatre is proud to be a partner once again in the Earagail Arts 

Festival which this year takes place between 11th to 29th July. It will once 

again include The Donegal International Folk and Roots Festival, Home with 

the Henry Girls, The Swell Festival and much more. Keep up to date with all 

the information as it is released at eaf.ie.

Earagail Arts Festival
Wed 11th to Sun 29th July
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Cost: €60 (includes lunch in our cafe)

11am to 4pm

Participants will be asked to discuss and learn from each other, as we move 

through various themes around memories and remembering. Out of these 

themes the issue of craft and story structure will arise. Said Michael : (It’s) 

“Open to all levels of ability. No assessment apart from participants affirming 

that they are genuinely interested in writing memoir at some level, either in 

fiction, history or for personal reasons, like family archive. But people should 

bring pen and paper or computer and expect to be writing something during 

the day.  Memoir is so strong in the literary tradition of Donegal, from Little 

John working back to Mikey McGabhainn and all the others that it will be a 

real pleasure to pick up the topic in Letterkenny”

Michael will be reading from his new memoir ‘On Tuesday’s I’m a Buddhist’ 

when he returns to An Grianán stage on Friday 16th November.

The Art of Memoir Workshop 
with Michael Harding

Cost: €90

Suitable ages 6 to 21

Working alongside Ballet Ireland’s professional dancers, participants will be 

completely involved in creating their own ballet based on a familiar story 

that is performed on stage at the end of the week for family and friends 

to come and enjoy. The week-long programme involves daily classes and 

numerous workshops exploring all the component parts that make ballet; 

choreography, music, mime, drama and making props and costumes. It is a 

truly unforgettable experience for all involved.

The programme is suitable for boys and girls aged 6+ with or without prior 

dance training.

“When I went to sleep I dreamt I was back on stage. I loved it. When can I do 

it again?” – 2016 Summer School Participant

Ballet Ireland Summer School

Fri 25th May

Mon 30th July to Fri 3rd August
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Box office

T +353 74 91 20777

An Grianán

Port Rd, Letterkenny,  

Co Donegal, 

Ireland, F92 RV1F

www.angrianan.com

The image displayed on the cover and on page 2 was commissioned by An Grianán Youth Theatre from Jacob Stack, 

an illustrator and printmaker from Donegal.

An Grianán Theatre is a registered charity, No 13046

We would like to thank these companies and organisations for their  

generous support
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